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nature is violently fascinated by the bogey; has singularly
well informed itself of the nature, colour, shape, condition,
and location, of the forbidden fruit; has minutely investi-
gated every inch of ground and every blade of grass, and
every bird and bush in the strictly preserved covert, simply
and solely in order that it may avoid poaching, sampling
the forbidden fruit, or becoming a prey for the bogey.
When one has the duty of avoiding a thing, it is well to
know what the thing is which one must avoid; but it is
quite easy to know more than enough. All this intimate
realisation of the hideousness of sin, this systematic cata-
loguing of its divisions and sub-divisions, with elaborate
excursions along its divers ramifications, certainly inspires
a loathing of the intensest kind. It also has another effect.
It induces an exaggerated consciousness of virtue. When
human nature knows, and is able to describe, with a wealth
of detail ordinarily inaccessible, the horrible things which it
does not do, it becomes "puffed up," in the words of St.
Paul. This condition of "unctuous rectitude," inspired en-
tirely by a horror of sin, is a proximate occasion of the sin
of calumny.   Roman Catholic human nature, not uncon-
scious of its own integrity, when confronted by an anti-
pathetic personality, instantly conceives of the latter as a
sinner. I am right—you disagree with me—therefore you
are wrong—is the absurd syllogism or logical process which
it uses. And, drawing upon its copious catalogues of sins,
on the principle that he who offends in the least is guilty of
all, Roman Catholic human nature will proceed to shew how
exceedingly sinful it is possible for an enemy to be. The
said enemy, or perhaps a mere opponent, incontinently finds
himself accused of breaking the Ten Commandments of
God, the various Precepts of the Church; of committing
the Seven Deadly Sins—Pride, Covetousness, Lust, Anger,
Gluttony, Envy, Sloth; the Six Sins against the Holy
Ghost—Presumption of God's Mercy, Despair, Impugning
the Known Truth, Envy at another's Spiritual Good, Ob-

